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Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park

CAMPING GUIDE
The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park runs from Georgetown in Washington, DC up to the mountains in Western Maryland terminating at Cumberland, MD; a total of 184.5 miles long. The C&O Canal Towpath runs the entire length and is used by a multitude of hikers and bikers as a gateway from urban life and as a primitive vacation spot. Listed below is a helpful guide to interpret the hiker/biker campsites and a list of campgrounds in the immediate area of the canal.  Between 

May 1 and September 30 there is a maximum stay limit of 

14 days. Campgrounds have a maximum limit of 8 persons/site.

(NOTE: MP = Mile Post, L = left, R = right)

HIKER/BIKER CAMPSITES

From Georgetown MP-0 to Cumberland MP-184.5

THESE CAMPSITES ARE TENT CAMPING ONLY, WITH PUMP WELL WATER AND PIT TOLIETS.

MP-16.6
Swain’s Lock
PARKING PROHIBITED




Phone, Boat/Bike Rentals, Refreshments

MP-26.1
Horsepen Branch

MP-30.5
Chisel Branch


MP-34.4
Turtle Run


MP-38.2
Marble Quarry


MP-42.5
Indian Flats


MP-47-6
Calico Rocks

MP-50.3
Bald Eagle Island

MP-58.3
Appalachian Trail

MP-62.9
Huckleberry Hill

MP-69.6
Antietam Creek *
MP-75.2
Killiansburg Cave

MP-79.6
Horseshoe Bend

MP-82.4
Big Woods

MP-90.9
Opequon Junction

MP-95.2
Cumberland Valley

MP-101.1
Jordan Junction

MP-110.0
North Mountain

MP-116.0
Licking Creek Aqueduct

MP-120.3
Little Pool

MP-126.4
White Rock

MP-129.8
Leopards Mill

MP-133.6
Cacapon Junction

MP-139.2
Indigo Neck

MP-144.5
Devils Alley

MP-149.4
Stickpile Hill

MP-154.1
Sorrel Ridge

MP-155.8
Paw Paw (Arbaugh) *
MP-157.4
Purslane Run


MP-162.1
Town Creek 

MP-164.8
Potomac Forks

MP-169.1 
Pigmans Ferry

MP-175.4
Iron Mountain

MP-180.1
Evitts Creek

NOTE: The HIKER/BIKER campsites, from above, marked with an  (*) will also be charging a fee of $10 as described below.

DRIVE-IN/DRIVE-UP CAMPGROUNDS

These campgrounds will be charging a fee of $10 per night per site. Payment will be by the honor system. Holders of Golden Access or Golden Age Passports are entitled to a 50% Discount.  Primitive Facilities Only – NO RV HOOK UP

MP-69.3
Antietam Creek



Tent only
MP-110.4
McCoy’s Ferry



Boat Ramp, Tents and RV’s up to 20’ 
MP-140.9
Fifteen Mile Creek



Boat Ramp, Tents and RV’s up to 20’

MP-156.8
Paw Paw



Tent only

MP-173.3
Spring Gap



Boat Ramp, Tents and RV’s up to 20’

GROUP CAMPING

Group camping is available at Fifteen Mile Creek, two sites, and Marsden Tract, three sites, TENT ONLY.  Marsden Tract is reserved for civic and scout organizations by permit only. A charge of $20.00 per night per site will be charged at these camp areas. A permit for Marsden Tract must be obtained by calling (301) 767-3731.

MP-12

Marsden Tract
PERMIT REQUIRED
MP-140.5
Fifteen Mile Creek   1ST COME/ 1ST SERVED 

RULES FOR HIKER/BIKER & DRIVE-IN/DRIVE-UP CAMPING

· Fires only in designated fire rings. 


DO NOT leave fires unattended. 

· The gathering of DEADWOOD for fires is permitted.

· Alcohol is PROHIBITED.

· No horses are permitted in the campsites.

· All campsites are on first come, first serve basis.

· A maximum of 14 consecutive/cumulative days of camping is permitted. 

· Water is available during most of the year. It is turned off between mid-November and mid-April.

· Camp in designated areas ONLY.

· DO NOT block emergency access gates.

· Quiet hours are from 10 PM to 6AM.



Please respect your neighbors.

· Pet must be on a leash or restrained at all times.

· DO NOT clean dishes, bathe or clean fish near wells.

· Draining or dumping of refuse or bodily waste is prohibited.

· The C&O Canal NHP is a “Trash Free Park.” Any trash you create or accumulate is your responsibility for removing from the park.

CAMPING OUTSIDE OR NEAR THE C&O CANAL NHP
Additional camping is available at private, State, Regional, and other National Parks. Camping opportunities are more plentiful upstream than downstream, and have been divided by the two districts.  (NOTE: mi. = miles. N, E, S, W represent the direction)
WESTERN MARYLAND DISTRICT (UPSTREAM) Monocacy (MP 42) to Cumberland (MP-184.5)

PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS

1. Snug Harbor/Hagerstown KOA 


OPEN: ALL YEAR

(301) 223-7571

Located on Kemps Mill Road near Hagerstown, MD.

2. Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(301) 223-7117

Located on Lappans RD near Williamsport, MD.

3. Hidden Springs Campground

OPEN: MAY-OCT

(814) 767-9676

7.25 mi. E on US 40 to Rocky Gap State Park.  Then 

3.5 mi. N on Pleasant Valley RD.
4. Indian Springs Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(301) 972-9222

Located 1 mi. W on SR 56 from I-70, Exit 12.

5. Little Orleans Campground & Park Area

OPEN: MAY-OCT

(301) 478-2325

I-68 to Exit 68, Orleans Rd. South 6 miles. 

6. Happy Hills Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR 

(301) 678-7760

Take I-70 W to Exit 1B – RT. 522 S, 0.2 mi.

Hancock exit, 144 W for 2.4 mi. L on Willow RD for 2.8 mi. L on Seavolt RD.

7. Falling Waters Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(304) 274-2791

Located 1 mi. south of I-81, Exit 23. 

8. Harpers Ferry KOA 

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(304) 535-6895

From HWY 340 turn West at stoplight at entrance to Harpers Ferry Natl. Park – immediate right on Campground RD.

STATE PARKS

1. Gambrill State Park 

OPEN: LATE MAR-OCT
(301) 473-8360

Located 6 mi. NW on US 40 on Catoctin MT.

2. Greenbriar State Park

OPEN: LATE MAR-DEC
(301) 791-4767

Located 8 mi. E via US 40 near Hagerstown, MD.

3. Fort Frederick State Park

OPEN: LATE MAR-DEC
(301) 842-2155

Located off Rt. 1 in Big Pool, MD.

4. Cunningham Falls State Park

OPEN: LATE MAR-DEC
(301) 271-7574

Located 18 mi. N of Frederick, MD, off US 15. Go 3 mi. W on State Rt. 77. Then go 1 mi. on Catoctin Hollow Rd.

5. Rocky Gap State Park

OPEN: LATE MAR-DEC
(301) 777-2138

Located in Flintstone, MD off US 40.

6. Washington Monument State Park

OPEN: APR-NOV

(301) 432-8065

Located of Rt. 40 in Middletown, MD.

NATIONAL PARKS

1. Catoctin Mountain Park

OPEN: APR-NOV 

(301) 663-9388

Located 3 mi. west of Thurmont, MD on Rt. 77.

NOTE: Cabin Rentals Available

2. Harpers Ferry Youth Hostel

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(301) 834-7652

ADDRESS: Rt. 2, BOX 248 Knoxville, MD.

PALISADES DISTRICT – MARYLAND

(DOWNSTREAM)

Monocacy (MP-42.2) to Georgetown (MP-0)

PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS
1. Cherry Hill Park

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(301) 937-7116

From I-495/95 use Exit 29B (US Rt. 1 South, College Park). Make 1st R onto Cherry Hill RD. Go 1 mi. to park entrance on left.
2. Capitol KOA Campground

OPEN: APR-NOV

(410) 923-2771

From I-95, follow to US 50E to Rt. 3N Exit, Veterans HWY.
3. Duncan’s Family Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR*

(410) 741-9558

Take Rt. 4 S to Rt. 408 (R Exit); ½ mile to Sands RD.

* LIMITED WINTER

STATE PARKS

1. Cedarville State Forest

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(301) 856-9714

4 mi. E of Townsend,  off Rt. 301.

REGIONAL PARKS
1. Cosca Regional Park

OPEN: ALL YEAR 

(301) 868-1397

From I-495/95, Exit 7A – Branch Ave, S. Right on Woodyard RD at Clinton; then L on Brandywine Rd. Follow for 1 mi., turn R on Thrift RD.

2. Little Bennett Regional Park

OPEN: APR-OCT*

(301) 972-9222

From I-270, Exit 18 to SR 121, then L on SR 355 to the park, on the right. *WINTER WEEKENDS – LIMITED FACILITIES

NATIONAL PARKS

1.
Greenbelt Park

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(301) 344-3948

From I-495, take Exit 23 at Kennilworth Ave (MD 201) & proceed south towards Bladensburg. 

NO SHOWERS OR HOOKUPS
2.
Hostel International Washington, D.C.

OPEN: ALL YEAR 

(202) 737-2333

ADDRESS: 1009 11th ST, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001. Located on the corner of 11th & K Streets, 3 blocks from Metro Center. Call for directions.

CAMPING IN VIRGINIA

Camping near the C&O Canal in the vicinity of the D.C. Metro area is not easy if one is looking for a more service-orientated campground. The following are few within a 30-minute to 1-hour drive, in Virginia.

PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS

1. Bowling Green KOA Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(804) 633–7592

Located off US 301/Rt. 2. It's 2 mi. south of Bowling Green. 38 mi. N of Richmond. From I-95 Exit 104, E on 207, S on 301.

2. Fredericksburg KOA Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(540) 898-7252

Located off of I-95, Exit 126, S 4 mi. on US 1, then L on 607.

3. Front Royal KOA Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR 

(703) 635-2741


I-66 W, exit 340, 6 mi. south.

4. Hillwood Camping PARK

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(703) 751-4611

US 29/211; 1 ¼ miles SW of I-66, Exit 43.

5. Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(703) 754-7944

I-66, Exit 9. 4 mi. N on US 15. Follow to SR 234E, then 1 ½ mi. N on SR 601

6. Aquia Pines Camp Resort

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(540) 659-3447

This is 1 mile off I-95. Turn L at first light on Rt.1, go ½ mile to camp on left.

7. Greenville Farm Family Campground

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(703) 754-7944

From I-66, Exit 40; go 4 mi. N on US 15; R on 234 for 100 yd. L on Shelter Lane (Rt. 601) 1.3 mi.

8. Prince William Travel Trailer Village

OPEN:  ALL YEAR

(703) 221-2474

From I-95 take exit 152 (Rt. 234) 2.5 miles N to campground on left.

STATE PARKS

1. Westmoreland State Park

OPEN: MAR-DEC

(804) 493-8821

Located 6 mi. NW of Montross, on SR 3.

REGIONAL PARKS

1. Burke Lake Park

OPEN: MAY-SEPT.

(703) 323-6601

Located off I-495. Exit 5W to Braddock RDW. Turn L, 

5 mi. on Burke Lake RD, SR 645 then L on Ox RD 

(SR 123). The park is the 2nd L after golf course.

2. Lake Fairfax Park


OPEN: MAR-NOV

(703) 471-5414

Located off of I-495. Exit SR 7, then W 6.5 mi. then L on SR 606. Left on Lake Fairfax RD.


3. Pohick Bay Regional Park

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(703) 339-6104

Located off I-95 S. Exit 163, L on Lorton RD., R on 

Armistead RD. to the light. Turn R on US 1 to 3rd light, 

L approximately 3 mi. on Gunston RD.

4. BULL RUN Regional Park

OPEN: MAR-NOV

(703) 631-0550

Centreville exit off of I-66. Then 3 miles W, L on SR 

621 to Park entrance on US 29.

NATIONAL PARKS

1. Prince William National Forest

OPEN: ALL YEAR

(703) 221-7181
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Take I-95 south for 32 miles. Take Exit 150B or Rt.  619 W for ¼ mile.                        
EST.11/1996 BY ALB
REV. 6/2000 BY ALB/RMZ












